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the Village Hotel, Hyde,
2.0Opm.

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting hefd at
Cheshire on Saturday 28th June 1997 commencing at

PRESENI:

\ECE_CIIATRMEiI:

JA Leach MBE (President), AE Ransome (Chairman),
LA Chatwin (Deputy Chairman), pHM Hillier (Treasurer)

MR Holt (Marketing) , MWJ Lewj-s (Development),
LA Chatwin (Competit,ions), D parker (Selection),
BR Granger (Administration)

KTO Ponting, AE Ransome, AE Upton, AJH WickensHONOBARY LIFE METTIBERS :

VICE_PRESIDENTS: M Allsop, LA Chatwin, E Hill, pHM Hi1lier, MR Ho1t,
MW.T Lewis, S Parr, RH Sinclair, RJ St.evens, BRJ Vfebb,
HJ Webb, DA Young

ACCREDITED REPRESEMTATTVES - COT]I{TY ASSOCIATIOI\IS:
Avon (.TA Harris), Berkshire (S ,foe1 ), Buckinghamshire (BRJ Webb) , Cheshire
(TR Vardon), creveland. (K Eliot), curnbria (p Rushton), Derbyshire
(L AlJ-wood) , Devonshire (KTo ponting) , DorseL (H,J webb) , Durharn (x Eliot),
Essex (S Kerns), Hampshire (Og Turner), Herefordshire (N Merchant),
Hertford.shire (JFA Wood) , Is1e of Wight (ll A11sop) , Kent (nn Thompson) ,Lancashire (AE upton) , Leicestershire (MR Holt), Lincolnshire (x Eliot),
NotE,inghamshire (M A1lsop), Suffolk (p Avenell), Surrey (B,f Rowley) , Sussex
(AK Beames), Warwickshire (S parr), Wiltshire (K Satchell), Worcestershire
(DA Young), Yorkshire (BW Vrlalker)

ACCREDITED REPRESEMI'ATTVES _ NON-COI'MTY LOCAI, TEAGTIE:
None.

ACCREDITED REPRESEMTATTVES - LOCAL LEAGUES:
Bat.h (O Hockney), Bristol (I,f Mead) , Hul1 (RB Hud.son) , Kendal (C Usher),
Leicest,er (MGR smith), Liverpool Business Houses (AC Knowlson), slough
(K Phi-llips)

OTHERS:
Miss CE Rose (National Councillor, Cr.rmicria), Mrs CA Beames (NationaL
councillor, sussex), MGR smith (Regional chairman - East Mid.lands),
Mrs KM Tonge (Regional chairman- NorEh west), Mrs c Lewis (women,s
Development committee), Mrs rf parker MBE (National coaching Manager),
Mrs P Chatwin (Derbyshire), K Shepherd (Yorkshire TEA), DA Lomas (Burntram),
C Prat.t and C Usher (Kendal TTL), N Heavyside (Liverpool Business Houses
TTL) , G and rT Rushton (Salford & Farrrworth TTL), A Johnson (Wilmslow TTL) , J
Beckley (Public Relations Committee)

ORGANISATIONS IN GOOD STANDING:
None

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:
R Yul-e (Chief Executive), RI{ Sinclair (General Secretary), RJ Stevens
(Finance officer), DC Gray (Director of Development.), Mrs DM Nightingale
(Ranking Co-ordinaLor), R Bureh, M lreland" and K Muhr (Regional Development
Officers).

AE Ransome (Chairman) welcomed. all present and took the chair. He then
advised t.hat. the president wished to say a few words.
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The Presj-dent said that it gave him great pleasure Lo announce Lo the meet.ing
that the Chairman had been nominated. for the OBE. As everyone was aware the
Chairman had devoted his life to Table Tennis and no one had worked harder to
develop the sport. He was now irr his seventh year j-n the Chair, and prior to
this he had served four years as Deputy Chairman. He asked. the meeting to
join hiin in congraLulat.ing AE Ransome for his well merit.ed award. rn reply
the Chairman t.hanked everyone for their congratulations. and said how happy
he was to accept the Honour on behaLf of Lhe sport he 1oved.
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6.
b.l.

REPORT OF STANDTNG ORDERS COlr![rrrEE (DOCTTMENT 3881/1/Ar[):
on behalf of the Standing Orders Committee, AJH Wickens introduced
the report. He apologised for its lateness due t.o work pressures,
and assured the meeting that there was nothing contentious,
He said that there was a new edition of Standing Orders, due to a
need for some clarification, buL there was no substantive change.
He pointed out that the Management Commit.Lee Report for'L996/7 should
have a document number of 3884/22IBRG.
He d.rew attention to the fact that new members would be reguired soon
for the Standing Orders Committee.
The report. was accepLed.

STANDTNG ORDER.S (DOCUMEI{T 3882 lLlAWI :
Standing Orders as circulat,ed were adopted.

TELLERS:
It was proposed, seconded. and agreed that Mrs DM Nightingale and Mrs
KM Tonge be appointed Tellers for the meeting. They were reminded
before appointment that Tellers could not take part in debate.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Apologies for absence had been received from the followingr
Mrs DM Stannard, C'J Cl"emett, RJ Crayden and K Watts (Honorary Life
Members), fR Crickmer, H Flinton, WG Goldfinch, c curney, GG Hammond,
E Jones MBE, iIM McDonnell, LJ Smith, D Tremalme, DN Ty1er, MD Watts
and ,I Woodford (Vice-Presidents), Miss G McCulloch and BR Halliday
(Vice-Chairmen) , Mrs E Prean, H Albery, D Carney, T Felt.on, R Loxley,
T O'F1ynn, A Seward, G Taylor and L Ward (NationaL Councillors),
M Close and BP Lamerton (Regional Chairmen), ,J Freeman and GT Scruton
(Board of Appeal), L Darnell (Discipli-nary Committee), C Hyland
(Trade Committee), Mr and Mrs Whitehead (Warwickshire), J Arnold and
J Blackband (ESTTA) and P Bradley (VETTS).

MINUTES OF THE AI{NUAL
(DOCTTME$IT 3883 /1/RirS) :

Minute 17.2. The meeting
read Mr .T Whitehead.
Document 3883/1/RJS, as
record.

GEiIERAL IIIEE,TING }IELD ON 29TII .]I,NE L996

noted Lhat the name of Mr J Whiting should

amended, was agreed and si-gned as a Lrue

MATTERS ARISING:
Minute 13.2. AE Upton (Honorary Life Member) referred to the election
of Miss ,J Adams (Advertising Services Controller, Woolwich Building
Society) as a Vice-President, and tshat this was also mentioned in the
Management Comrnittee ReporL 95/7 . Paragraph 9.8.2.
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Regrettably she had been omitt.ed from the list of vice-presidents
page 1- of the said Report. The chairman apologised for the error.

REPORT OF THE }IANAGEMENT COMIITTfEE:
At this point Lhe President, took the chair and intimated that. he
would go through the Report sect,ion by section.
Introduction
D Lomas (Burnham) referred to the submission to the National Lottery
(page 8), and asked for news of progress. The Chairman said that
receipt of NaEional Lottery monies was subject to many condit.ions
being met. A very detailed 8 year plan must be st.rict.ly followed and
targiets have to be achieved to the English sports council_,s
satisfaction.
D Lomas sought clarification of the establ-ishment of a National
Training centre. The chairman exprained. that the intention was for
it to be a part of the Nat.ionar Academy. Three venues were being
considered at the moment:- l-) Oxfordshire 2) Midlands and 3)
sheffield. He stressed the i-mport.ance of employing more special-ist
full time coaches to train our National Squad to higher stand.ards.
Finance
D Lomas referred to English Sports Council granL for the new four
year plan (L998-2002) and asked if it would be for the same amount as
previously. The Chairman replied that. this was not yet clear due to
the workload of certain Goverrunent Departments and approval was still
awaited.
Staff
AE Upton (Honorary Life Member) fu1ly endorsed the tribuLes made to
staff.
Develonment Officers - Eas!. Midl-ands
MGR Smith (Regional Chairman - East Midlands) asked the meeting to
note t,hat there were now five County Development Officers (paragraph
6-3.3).
Coachino Fiqures
D Lomas referred to the alarming drop in coaching figures (page 32 ) ,

showing registrations down from 1405 Lo 459, and coaching award.s down
from 3LZ to 27 - both over a period of two seasons and sought
explanation. In reply DC Gray (Director of Development) said that
Regional Development Officers had different priori_ties now, and were
concentrating more on Development Lhan Coaching. Additionally,
Teachers were changing their emphasis to Sports Award Schemes.
Adootion of Report
AE Upton (Honorary Life Member) moved acceptance of the Management
Committee Report., seconded by KTO Ponting (Devonshire). Carried on a
show of hands.
(At this point, the Chairman resumed the Chair).

REPORT OF APPOINTMET\E OF VICE-CIIATRMAN FOR THE ADMINISTRATIVE YEAR
1,997 lB (DOCrn{Enwr 3857 /23/wrsr l
The General Secretary reported
published BR Granger was now the
he had. resigned his appointment
his successor would be appointed
The report was noted..

./-b

t

'7.7

8.

8.1_ that subsequent to the list being
Treasurer e1ect. On being elected,
as Vice-Chairman (Administration);
later -

8.2
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REPORT OF ELECTION OF NATIONAL COI'NCILI,ORS FOR THE ADMTIESTRATIVE
YEAR 1997/8 (DOCUMENT 3885/23lAW) :

AJH Wickens (Ret.urning Officer) comment.ed on the 3 counties against
opposite no councillor's name was shown, Berkshire, Huntingdonshire
and Kent. He undersLood that Berkshire Associat.ion had not been able
to function during the elect.ion period, so would have been unable to
appoint; Huntingdonshire had appointed but the notification had not
been received in time for the list - the name of B R Freer should be
inserted in the space; no co(ununications had been received from Kent,
so the situation was unknown.
Document 3885/23,/AW was noted.

10. REPORT OF THE TREAST]RER, REPORT OF THE AUDITORS AND STATM(MII OF
ACCOIJI\TTS FOR THE FINAIICIAL YEAR BIDED 31ST UARCH L997 (DOCUMET{T

3886/825/PH) :
10.l-. The Treasurer said that this was his ll-th and finaL report.

Pessimistically the deficit. for the current year would be about
fl-03, 000, but the forthcoming Lottery money should help to overcome
this in future seasons. He then gave reasons for Lhe drop in
irtcome:- no new sponsorship for 2 years: affilj-ation fees represented
a 30% drop: table sales well dornrn. In contrast development cost.s had
increased. a lot; competition costs were generally up, alLhough the
Yasaka events were proving very successful, Table Tennis News costs
were down. FIe gave an explanation about forthcoming VAT liabilities
and invited questions.

i-A.2. D Lomas referred to the fa1l in Affiliat.ion Fees and a long period of
declining membership. He contrasted a rise in development costs, yet
a steady decline annually in membership, and sought explanation. In
reply the Chairman said that although many more people were playing
the game they were not in Local- League membership. He said that
without Regional Development Officers the membership figures would be
Lower.

10.3. D Lomas said that iE was disappointing Ehat no new sponsorship had
been obtained over the past 2 years. MR Holt (Vice-Chairman
Marketing) said that this was certainly not due to lack of effort.
A11 sporEs were suffering from loss of sponsorshj-p. The Chief
Executive advised that the English Sports Council had agreed Eo help
with a Consultancy for Sponsorship. The Chairman referred to the
recent. World Championships held in Manchester, and that a great deal
of sponsorship money had been obtained however the monies had gone to
Manchester City Council who had met aI1 the costs, and d.id noE appear
on ETTA accounts.

L0.4. D Lomas sought clarification as to why Lhe Centres for Excellence
cosLs were down from f6,L63 to f987.00. In reply t,he Chairman said
that the general feeling was that some CenLres for Excellence were
not giving value for money, and that Junior Training Programmes g'ave
great,er opporEunities for training, improvement etc.

10.5. M A11sop (Nottingrhamshire) sought clarification on t,he English sports
Councils grant,s received by individual counties. The Treasurer qave
Ehe figures requested, in particular the grant received by Yorkshire
TTA shown as f11,000 but not spent.

10.6. BW Walker (Yorkshire) proposed and DA Young (Worcestershire) seconded
that the report of the Treasurer, the report of the Auditors and the
statemenh of Accounts be accepted. Carried on a show of hands.
AJH Wickens (Honorary Life Member), on behalf of the meeting, thanked
the Treasurer for his hard work over the years. To applause, the
'Jlreasurer said t.hat he had enjoyed his time.
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RULE CIIANGE PROPOSITfONS: (as proposed on behalf of NaLionaf Council
Dy AJH Wr.cKens)
Proposition No.1
Amend Rule 31.3.5.5: after "not later
Administrative Year".
The proposition was carried nem.con.
Proposition No.2
Delete Rule 31.1-0.1.5
The Proposition was carried on a show
against.

than 30 April" delete "in the

on hands, with Ehree vot.ing

Proposition No.3
Amend Rule 34.2.2: for "five" substitute "six".
The Proposition was carried nem.con.
Mr Wickens said that Rules Committee would bear in mind thaL this
increase needed to be taken account of in Rule 34.2.3 as weI1.

1,2. MOTTONS

12 .L. Motion A
THAT this GENERAL MEETING approves the principle of having two Levels
of Membership of the ETTA, one for persons taking part only in local
league activities and County representative activities and a second
one for players wishing to take part in British League, open
Tournaments, European and World Championships and other ETTU and ITTF
events; it directs the National Council to consider setting up a

procedure under which Members of the second category would be issued
with an individual ETTA Membership Card and would be offered
additional benefits and to bring forward any necessary Rule changes.
The Chairman invited S Joel (Berkshire) to introduce the ETTA
proposals to reverse the Membership Decline contained in a paper
compiled by the Membership Committee and daLed 15ttr June 1.997, copies
of which had been circulated. S Joel went through the paper, giwing
explanations, and on concfusion urged thaL the meeting give National
Council their support. He proposed the MoEion. AE Upton (Honorary
Life Member) said that a feedback from his County of Lancashire
showed a growing resentmenL at rising costs, as many players were
affiliated Lo more than one leagrre and were already paying largle
fees. AddiLionally there was Lhe possibility of creating additional
problems for league officials. M Al1sop (Nottinghamshire) felt that
Lournament entries would suffer. The Chief Executive said Lhere was
a need to know who and what the ETTA members were. There was no
mechanism Lo know how many and who are playing, and this information
was vital when speaking to possible sponsors. Following further
discussion the Chairman reminded the meeting that i-f the motion was
passed they were merely asking National Council to investigate. On

being put to the vote a card vote was asked for. The Motion was
carried by 15,545 votes for L1-,23L against.

L2 .1. Moti-on B

THAT Lhis GENERAL MEETING agrees that it may be desirable to have TWO

1eve1s of affiliation for Directly AffiliaLed Clubs, the higher fevef
being required for clubs seeking to obtain specified additional
benefit,s; Ehat Lhe affiliation fees for DirecLly Affiliated Clubs
should relate more closely to the number of their members; it directs
the National Council to investigate the matter and bring forward any
necessary Rule changes.
S Joel introduced the Motion. giving explanations and proposed the
Motj-on, seconded by AE Upton (Honorary Life Member). on being put to
the vote the Motion was carried by 21 votes for, ? against.

\continued
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ELECTION OF PRESIDEMT:
The Chairman proposed the re-election of JA
President f or a furt.her three years,
(Vice-Chairman (Marketing) ). Agreed.

ELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDBWTS :

The meeting agreed, on the proposal of the Chairman on behalf of
National Council, Lo a further three year term for the retiring
Vice-Presidents .

The meeting agrreed, on the proposal of MR Holt (Vice-Chairman
(Marketing) ), to the election for a term of three years of A Sandford
(Chief Executive, Manchester City Council) in recognition of the
great support given by Manchester City Council over t.he last two
years. Mr Sandford was not presenE to accept his badge, but had
intimated his deligrht to accept.

PRESENTATION OF AV'IARDS AIiID HONOURS:

MR Holt (Vice-Chairman (Marketing) ) paid tsribute to the 1-1 year
service of D Parker, who, whilst moving on Lo another career, would
still be helpful to the ETTA. The President presented l,lr Parker with
some crystal glassware and shook hands to applause. Mr Parker
thanked everyone for their friendship and help over Lhe years.
Honorarv Life Member
MR HoIt, said that this award was not given Iightly, and so it grave

him much pleasure to call upon MW.l Lewis to accepL Lhis award in
recognition of his work as:- ETTA Vice-President and Vice-Chairman
(Development), Chairman and Organiser of the Womens/Veterans British
League, the Woolwich rTunior British League and for his work on the
development programme, wj-th parLicular emphasis on the Focus sport
Programme. In reply Mr Lewis voiced his appreciation of the honour
and thanked alf those who had hetped him since his conimencement in
l-948 . Applause.
Ma1colm Scott Award
This was awarded to MR Holt Vice-President and Vice-Chairman,
(Marketing) and former Vice-Chairman (Administration), National
CounciLLor and British League Chairman for his work as Director of
ITTF Services at the 44th World Table Tennis Championships.
Ivor Montaqu Award
This was awarded to Mrs K Tonge for her role as North West Regional
Chairman over a number of years and as Personnel Director aL the 44th
World ?able Tennis Championships.
Victor Barna Award
This was awarded to MaLthew Syed for his performance at the recently
held Commonwealth Table Tennis Championships in clasgow and becoming
Commonwealth Mens Singles Champion.
Lqs_lie FgErest Memorial Trophv
This had been awarded to Cyril Whiting (Devonshire) for givingi
outsLanding service as Devon CounLy Match Secretary over many years
and had been presented at the County Championships Annual Conference.
A.K. Vint OBE Staff Award
This was awarded to the Chi-ef Executive for his work at the 44th
World TabIe Tennis Championships as a late replacement, for the
Tournament Director.
MR Holt said that finally he was saddened to report that RrT Stevens
(Vice-President) was taking a much deserved retirement. He was a

former Administrative Secretary and later Finance Officer.
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over the last 20 years he had served on severaf committees as
Secretary, and Minutes Secretary for National Council. The President
presenLed Mr Stevens wit,h a cuL glass decanter set to applause. Mr
Stevens thanked a1f his friends and colleagues for their
companionship over the years, and wished everybody wel1.

ELECTTON OF AI]DITORS:
It was agreed nem.con that Spains be re-elected.

ELECTION OF ONE }IBTBER OF STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE:
The Chairman expressed the Association's thanks for the work of the
Standing ord.ers Committee. It was agreed thaL AJH Wickens, retiringr
member, be re-elected.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
None,

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for
their attendance and contribution, and declared the meeting closed at
5pm.

18.
18. r_
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